Social Media Policy/Guidelines
Student Members and Social Networking Sites
In the past we have had student members miss meetings, events, etc. due to suspensions
because of inappropriate use of online social networking sites. As a student member on the Mt.
Olive Robotics Team, you are required to follow student handbook guidelines, even though an
event may happen off school property or after school hours.
Social Networks: Social network sites such as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and other digital
platforms and distribution mechanisms facilitate students communicating with other students.
Participation in such networks has both positive appeal and potentially negative consequences.
It is important the MORT Team Member be aware of these consequences and exercise
appropriate caution if they choose to participate.
MORT Team Members are not restricted from using any on-line social network sites and digital
platforms. However, users must understand that any content they make public via on-line
social networks or digital platforms is expected to follow acceptable social behaviors and also to
comply with federal government, State of New Jersey, Mt. Olive School District, and MORT
laws, rules and regulations. As a MORT Team Member you must be aware of Mt. Olive High
School Student Handbook policies/regulations. Ignorance of these regulations does not excuse
any team member from adhering to them. Students who do not follow the guidelines outlined
in this document will be removed from the Mt. Olive Robotics Team effective immediately.
Guidelines for MORT Team Members
These guidelines are intended to provide framework for MORT Team Members to conduct
themselves safely and responsibly in an on-line environment. As a MORT Team Member you
should:
1. Be careful with how much and what kind of identifying information you post on social
networking sites. Virtually anyone with an email address can access your personal page.
It is unwise to make available information such a full date of birth, social security
number, address, phone number, cell phone numbers, class schedules, bank account
information, or details about your daily routine. All of these can facilitate identity theft
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2.

3.
4.

5.

or stalking. Facebook and other sites provide numerous privacy settings for information
contained in its pages; use these settings to protect private information. However, once
posted, remember the information becomes property of the website.
Be aware that potential current and future employers and college admissions offices
often access information you place on on-line social networking sites. You should think
about any information you post on Facebook or similar directories potentially providing
an image of you to a prospective employer or school. The information is considered
public information. Protect yourself by maintaining a self-image that you can be proud
of years from now.
Be careful in responding to unsolicited e-mails asking for passwords or PIN numbers.
Reputable businesses do not ask for this information in e-mails.
Do not have a false sense of security about your rights to freedom of speech.
Understand that freedom of speech is not unlimited. The on-line social network sites are
NOT a place where you can say and do whatever you want without repercussions.
Remember photos once put on the social network site's server become their property.
You may delete the photo from your profile but it still stays on their server. Internet
search engines like Google or Yahoo may still find that image long after you have
deleted it from your profile. Think long and hard about what type of photo you want to
represent you.

Things MORT Team Members should avoid:
1. Derogatory language or remarks about teammates or mentors, teachers, administrators
or representatives of other Schools or FRC Teams.
2. Demeaning statements about or threats to any third party.
3. Incriminating photos or statements depicting violence; hazing; sexual harassment;
vandalism, stalking; underage drinking, selling, possessing, or using controlled
substances; or any other inappropriate behaviors.
4. Creating a serious danger to the safety of another person or making a credible threat of
serious physical or emotional injury to another person.
5. Indicating knowledge of an unreported felony theft or felony criminal damage to
property.
6. Indicating knowledge of an unreported school or team violation—regardless if the
violation was unintentional or intentional.

One of the biggest lessons social network users can learn is that anything you post online enters
the public record. You never know who may be looking. For instance, there have been cases
where minors were cited for underage drinking or breaking the rules of an apartment lease
after pictures of wild parties were posted on social networking sites. Students posting photos
bragging of graffiti have been arrested by police.
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Although not every Facebook misstep makes the national news, users should always be
sensitive to how others might perceive their profiles. A private joke isn't so private when it's
accessible to millions across the internet, and it can easily offend someone who doesn't
understand the context. If that isn't enough to make you think twice about posting an
inappropriate picture or off-color comment, consider your future. High school and college
students should carefully consider their Facebook profiles and ask themselves how they would
look to a future college admissions officer or potential employer.

I _______________________________, as a participant on MORT hereby agree to abide by all
the guidelines stated in the MORT Social Media Policy. I certify that I have read the policy and
understand all the rules/regulations/releases that were set in it.

Student Signature _______________________________________ Date ___________________

Print Name:____________________________________________________________________
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